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Accounting Students Go M.A.D! 

Accountants + Athleticism = Fun!  That’s exactly what happened at The Malaysian Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants’ (MICPA) 5km fun run event held in May this year, organized especially 
for accounting students across the country.  Aptly entitled ‘MICPA Accountant’s Dash 2016’ with the 
tagline ‘Go M.A.D.!’, it was a time for the students to have fun and meet and mingle with fellow 
aspiring accountants and professionals from the accounting fraternity who attended as Event 
Partners, namely Crowe Horwath, Deloitte, EY and HLB Ler Lum.   

This is the second year that the event was held following the success of its inaugural run last year, 
showing an impressive turnout of almost 500 participants, eager and ready to go at such an early 
hour of the day.  Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) played host to the event this year, with 
UKM’s Accounting Club, KPFEP supporting MICPA as co-organisers who did a great job in putting 
together a run with a twist – five challenges at checkpoints along the way that the participants had 
to successfully complete before arriving at the finish line.   It was not all brawn that was required, 
but also quick-thinking and teamwork as runners participated in teams of five.   

One particular checkpoint tested the participants’ knowledge about the MICPA-CAANZ Programme – 
the joint professional accounting Programme offered by MICPA and Chartered Accountants Australia 
and New Zealand (CAANZ).  It was interesting to note that most of the participants had no trouble in 
providing answers about the average passing rate of the MICPA-CAANZ Programme being 70% to-
date, and that the exams are open book.  It helped that there were Programme candidates amongst 
the runners who provided the extra help for the more difficult questions. 

A test of their endurance, runners were challenged by the hills along the route, and at one of the 
checkpoints, they encountered a mini obstacle course that required them to make their way across 
swaying planks, carrying sandbags and performing military crawls underneath wire obstacles.  If the 
sloping roads and uneven terrain weren’t enough to challenge runners, race volunteers surprised 
them by popping out and splashing them with bright-coloured powder.  It really kept the teams on 
their toes.   

There was a heated competition to be among the top ten teams to successfully complete the 
checkpoint challenges and cross the finish line in the shortest time.  MICPA Executive Council 
Member, Mr Poon Yew Hoe gave the closing speech at the prize-giving ceremony and proceeded to 
give out the prizes along with the Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Management, Prof Dr 
Norman Mohd Salleh.  Also present at the ceremony was Deputy Dean for Student, Academic, 
Alumni, and International Affairs, Associate Professor Dr. Mohamat Sabri Hassan, and Chair of 
School of Accounting, Associate Professor Dr. Sofiah Md Auzair. 

M.A.D. 2016 proved to be yet another rousing success, with positive feedback received from 
participants and Event Partners alike.  “This is certainly an event that shows our accountants-to-be 
are not boring people.  Kudos to the UKM Accounting Club and MICPA for a well-organised event,” 
said Ang Weina, Executive Director for Deloitte Malaysia’s Tax Practice.  Vice President of the 
Cyberjaya Accounting Club, Abdul Malik bin Abdul Rahim, a participant, shared: “My team and I 
really enjoyed our time together.  We got to know more about each other, as before this we only 
met during class or in group assignments.  The Dash really strengthened our bond as friends and as a 
team”.    



The UKM Accounting Club’s President, Aizad Azlan, was also the Director for the event had this to 
share: “It was a privilege to have the experience of organising such a big event - I certainly 
learned a lot from the process and gained invaluable lessons about teamwork, project 
management and leadership.  Working with MICPA was also great as I was able to draw from 
their experience and insights into managing projects and events in a professional manner. I had 
a fantastic team to work with and appreciate all their hard work and team effort. ” Incidentally, 
Aizad is also a MICPA candidate who is due to commence his first module of the MICPA-CAANZ 
Programme once he enters his final year of study this September, sponsored by TalentCorp. 

It was certainly an event to remember, leaving participants and Event Partners alike looking forward 
to next year’s M.A.D. event. 

For more info on the MICPA-CAANZ Programme or sponsorship opportunities available, please 
contact the Marketing Department (Tel: 03-2698 9622) or email eileen.mktg@micpa.com.my 

 


