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MICPA-ICAA - Your Route To Success
As a young accounting graduate you may think you’ve done all that you need to do academically to
succeed in the accounting world. However, you should consider pursuing a professional accountancy
programme to give you that extra edge over your peers, ultimately propelling your career forward. There
are countless options for you to consider when exploring the various professional accounting
qualifications. You need to ask yourself - With so many programmes available, which one would make me
the professional of choice for employers, not just here in Malaysia, but globally? Which programme would
offer me the flexibility needed to complete a professional qualification while holding down a full-time job?
The MICPA-ICAA Programme offers you the flexibility to plan your own study schedule without the hassle
of attending classes. It offers the best of both worlds with a Malaysian qualification that is internationally
recognised coupled with an Australian qualification that is equally recognised and highly regarded in
Australia and globally.

Being the only Malaysian-grown professional accounting body established since 1958, The Malaysian
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (MICPA) has a strong foothold on the inner workings of the
Malaysian business landscape and is well-positioned to advise their members on the latest updates from
the regulatory bodies or agencies that matter. The collaboration with the Institute of Chartered
Accountants Australia (ICAA) since 2009 ensures that candidates who have completed the Programme will
qualify for 2 memberships from both Institutes, which in turn awards them with dual qualifications –
Certified Public Accountant, Malaysia and Chartered Accountant, Australia. Recent developments have
seen a merger between ICAA and the New Zealand Institute of Chartered Accountants (NZICA) to form one
unified Institute across Australia and New Zealand. This means even wider horizons for MICPA-ICAA
candidates who will become part of a bigger body when they graduate from our Programme.
Graduates will also obtain the Global Accounting Alliance (GAA) Passport which gives them greater
mobility for a global career ahead. The GAA is an alliance of 11 premier accounting bodies worldwide who
share resources and provide technical accounting support & membership benefits to their network
comprising over 800,000 accounting professionals.
“Pursuing the Programme allows me to solidify the knowledge that I gained from university. Working and
studying allows me to put into practice what I’ve learned from the Programme and gives meaning to that
as I am able to translate that knowledge into real contributions at work,” said Xavier Tan Heng Leng, a
MICPA candidate and Gold Medal winner for his excellent scores in MICPA-ICAA’s Financial Accounting &
Reporting module in Term 1, 2013.
Xavier who is attached to Tenaga Nasional Berhad, currently undertakes the planning, coordination and
execution of TNB's Mergers and Acquistions (M&A) projects. He added that one of the main reasons he
chose MICPA-ICAA is because of the dual membership and the access to the reciprocal membership
arrangement under GAA.
In 2011, MICPA introduced the Students Sponsorship Programme (SSP) in 2011 in its quest to advance the
accounting profession and propel high-achieving accounting students into the profession. The SSP aims to
link bright Bachelor of Accounting students from accredited universities to established top-tier
organisations by securing them an internship placement and a full-time job upon graduation, whilst
providing them with the opportunity to pursue a professional accounting qualification before they even
graduate.
Through the SSP, eligible candidates are facilitated in securing a 6-month internship placement with a
participating organisation, during which they are able to begin pursuing 2 out of 5 modules of the MICPAICAA Programme in their final year of degree, giving them a fast-track route to becoming a qualified
professional accountant. Upon completion of their degree, SSP candidates will be offered a permanent
position in the sponsoring organisation where they will complete the remaining 3 modules of the MICPAICAA Programme and gain their required 3-years of relevant practical working experience. Current
participating organisations of SSP are Aftaas, BDO, CIMB, Crowe Horwath, Deloitte, Ernst & Young, Folks
DFK & Co, KPMG, PwC, Russell Bedford, S.C. Tong & Co, Sekhar & Tan, UHY and YF.Ng.
“SSP is very beneficial to undergraduates as you would be able to start your professional examination
during your final year in university. Studying two papers in advance would be easier as you would have a
fresher memory on technical knowledge gained at university and you would be able to secure your
internship and future employment with a well-known employer,” said Low Choon Wei, a MICPA graduate
and employee of PwC.

Choon Wei who was sponsored by PwC to embark on the SSP in 2011, has since completed the MICPAICAA Programme with merits in 2013. He was also a Gold Medal winner for MICPA-ICAA’s Financial
Accounting & Reporting module in Term 3, 2011.
Though taking up a professional programme while working can be challenging, Choon Wei is testimony
that success comes with self-discipline, commitment, a positive mindset and faith – things he had learned
and developed through his pursuit of the MICPA-ICAA Programme.
Accounting students from accredited universities who are looking for an internship placement in 2014 and
would like to pursue the MICPA-ICAA Programme can apply for the SSP by sending their CVs to
cv@micpa.com.my.
For more details on the Programme:
Call +603-2698 9622
Email: micpa@micpa.com.my or visit: www.micpa.com.my

